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Bleud’s Report concerning Chile. 





The readers of the National Register have ai- 
ready been furnished with the reports of Mr. 
Ropsex and Mr. Granan, relative to the actual 
situation, of Buenos Ayres and the United and Tn- 
dependent Provinces uf La Piata. Mr. Buanp has 
also made an oflicial statement respecting the 
same provinces, together with a report coucerning 
Chile and his missien thither, which the President 
cominunicated to Congress on the 15th instant. 

We bave not been enabled, this week, to in- 
trodiuce into our pages either of these latter 
dueuments in whele or in part: but a friend, 
who has read with attention the repert concern. 
ing Chile, has favored us with an accurate xb. 
stract of its contents, which we have now the 
pleasure of laying before our numerous patrons. 

Mr. Blaad, it will be recollected, was, in pur- 
suance of instructions from the President, left by 


his colleagues, Mr. Rodney and Mr. Graham, at 





! 

|} 
}! 
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in the southern part of the American continent; 
and pourtrayed to him the benefits to be derived 
from the establishment of the representative 
system by the immediate formation of a Congress. 

To these observations O’ Higgins answered, that 
he was not insens’ble to the friendship of the 
United States; that it was his intention to institute 
a free government as econ as Chile was entirely 
freed of her enemies and sufiiciently teanquillized 
for the purpose; but that the present moment 
was inauspicious for the commencement of so 
great a work; that, in times of public peril, the 
presence of a congress had been found extremely 
pernicious; that Mexico had been lost by a con- 
gress; that the congress of Venezuela once lost 
that country; and that Buenos Ayres had been en- 
dangered by a congress; litely, indeed, he admit- 
ted, the latter had learnt to act more in concert 
and with greater propriety. 

The supreme director having intimated that it 
was expected the United States would recognise 
the independence of Chile, and that the Chileans 
would grant special favors, in commerce, to the 
nation, (and it would be gratifying if the United 





| States should be the nation,) first making such re- 


|cognition; Mr. Bland replied that the single ob- 
ject of his mission was to make inquiry as to the 


Buenos Ayres; whence, en the 13th of April, |) true posture of affairs in Chile; that the United 


th 


1818, he departed for Chile, and, on the 2cih of |! States would be thankful for any favors of the 
the same month, arrived at Mendoza, on the || kind, but that they did not ask for them; that all 
eastern side of the Andes, having travelled, by i they desired was to be put on a footing with other 


tie way of the post-road, a distance of about 900 
miles. Me left Mendoza on the 29th of April, 
and, crossing the Andes, reached Santiago de 
Chile on the Sth of Mav: the whole route being, 
perliaps, about 1200 miles. At this latter place 
Mr. Bland presented himself to Don Antonio 
Jose Irisarri, secretary of state, through whom 
he obtained an interview with Don Bernardo 
O'Higgins, the supreme directer of Chile— 
He was received with much cordiality by the di- 
rector, with whom he had, at different times, ve- 
ty interesting conversations, touching the present 
and future probable condition of Chile and the 
friendly sentiments which the United States en- 
tertained towards that country. 

In the several interviews which Mr. Bland had 
with the supreme director, he represented to him 
the good disposition which the government of 
the United States cherished towards the inde- 
pendent authorities of Chile and the cause in 
which they were engaged; the sympathy which 
the free citizens of North America felt for the 
sufferings of those who were contending for liber. 
ty and emancipation from the yoke of Old Spain 


4 


, nations, and were willing to rely, as to any ad- 
/ vantages in commerce and navigation, on the 
skill and industry of their merchants and seamen; 
{that he had repaired to Santiago in order to pro- 
| cure. upon the spot, accurate knowledge of the 
| country, of 118 institutions, and of its capacities in 
peace and in war; that the government of the 
United States only wished to see its way clearly, 
and would wake vo improper use of this informa- 
tion; and that any particulars communicated to 
him from authority might be considered as confi- 
deutial, or otherwise, just as the supreme director 
might deem most proper. 

The su; reme director, O’Higgins, admitted the 
propriety of authentic information in order that 
the government of the United States might act 





intelligently with regard to South American af- 
fairs, and told Mr. Bland that he would cause an 
offic.al statement to be made out respecting the 
condition and resources of Chile and placed in his 
hands for that purpose; which promise the su- 
preme director complied with. ‘The statement 





makes a part of Mr. Bland’s report concerning 
Chile. 
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During the imtercourse between Mr. Bland and y he said the British would hardly do 60, as they 
O'Higgins, the former explained to the latter the |} wanted the commerce of Spanish America: but 
motives which actuated the President in the }/ shortly after meeting with him again, the supreme 
seizure of Ametia Island and in driving the ban }/ director ssid he was then convinced of it; for he 
ditti from Galvezton; and told him that the free- |) had seen captain Shirriif, of the British trigate 
booters who had been forced from those places.) Andromache, in Santiago, who told him that he 
Were not the only armed vessels whose officers || had in his possession papers on the subject, with 
and crews had interrupted the lawful commerce which he was going to Lima, in Peru. O'Higgins 
of the United States, for that some of the priva; |j further rejarked that ail attempts to Teconcile 
teers cruising under regular Patriot commissicns || the South Americans, short of the acknowledge. 








wad committed depredations upon their trade; |) ment of their independence, would be fruitless; 
that the United States would, at all hazards, de || and that a return to allegiance under the govern, Wh 
fand.the fair traffic of their citizens; and that they }} ment of Old Spain was wholly out of the question, 
would do so, even against the Chileans, however On the 9th of July Mr. Bland, having received 
painful it might be to crush in the germ a grow- the statistical information which the supreme dj. 
ing intimacy between the 4wo people, and which }j rector had promised hin, took leave of him and 
promised to be in the sequel fruitful of benefits of the Secretary of State Irisarrt. O’ Higgins ex. 
to them both. pressed his intention of writing a letter to the 
O'Higgins did not even know where Amelia President; but whether he did so or not, Mr, 
Island and Galvezton were situated, until Mr. |} Bland has not distinctly related. 
Bland_ explained the positions to him. He de- On the 1¢th of July Mr. Bland left Santiago de 
cidedly approved of the conduct or the President |] Chile: on the 11th he arrived in Valparaiso; and 
in driving off the pirates from thence, inasmuch |}on the 15th of July he sailed thence in the brig 
as it tended to preserve the character of the Pa- |} America, captain Daniel Rea, and arrived, by the 
triot cause from imputations of an injurious na-|} way of Cape Horn, at Philadelphia, on the 29th of 
ture: he bad heard of outrages committed by pri- || October, 1818. 
vate armed vessels sailing under some of the in- The narrative of Mr. Bland’s communications 
dependent flags of South America; but that what- |) with the Supreme Director forms but a small por. 
ever might have been the behavior of the vessels |} tion of his Report concerning Chile. He furnish. 
acting under commissions from other states, no]} es in addition a very copious description of that 
charge of the kind could justly be brought against || region of our hemisphere, in which he, now and | 
the Chileans; that, in fact, with the exception of}! then, Iets his fancy get the better of his judg. | 
some fishing boats, it was not until very lately |} ment. But from the mass of pages which he has 
that the government of Chile had any vessels of |] written, circumstances of a highly interesting 

















{ 
war under its control: and that he had taken|| complexion may be selected. 
great care, by giving proper instructions, and by From Mr. Bland’s account it would seem that 1 
pla¢ing suitable supermtending officers on board, |! Chile is a country, (excluding the Magellanic f 
to prevent any departure from the rules of naval || Tract, or New Chile,) of about 1,000 miles in ex. i 
warfare prescribed by the law of nations. itent on the seacoas!; that it has many excellent Q 

In one of the conversations which took place, | ports convenient for foreign trade; that it isa 8 
Mr. Bland told the supreme director that, when}! country fruitful in grain, wine, and oil, and pro. rt 
he was at Rio Janciro, (where, it will be recol-]] ductive in gold, silver, copper, and tin; that itis t 
lected, the commissioners touched, on their way || destined to be the granary of that part of the r 
to Buenos Ayres,) he had learnt, through wer. | world; that its population is about 1,200,009 souls; d 
Sumter, the minister of the United states, from || that 890.0°Q of these are under the dowinionof of 
the Spanish minister resident there, that Great | the Patriots, the remainder being under the juris ar 
Britain, had been induced to take an active part |} diction of the royalists; that there are about 50,000 ra 
in favor of Old Spain, and had influenced the |} Lndian slaves in all Chile; atid but very few slaves Ww 
atiied sovereigns of Europe to interpose for the |! of the Afiicun race. All the mechanical arts and R 
adjustment of differences between her and her co- i agriculture are in a rude state, and the roads and or 
lenies; and that the plan of adjustment was to be H pathways in a neglected condition. | The princi- by 

, something like that which had been formerly re- |! pal articles of export are the metals already men ca 
jected by the Cortes, and might be found ina | tioned, together with wheat, four, hemp, cordage, Yo 
wovk that had been published in England, enti- | hides, tallow, jerked beef, vecunia, guanaca, chine Go 
#fed “ An Outline of thé Resolution in Spanish ;} ehilla skins, figs, raisins, &c. Of 4,000,000 of dol the 
America.” lars avorth of imports in the course of the last 

At first, O'Higgins did not believe in the truth jor two millions in value were from England, 
of the information which Mr, Biand had received; lone from the United States, and one fram Buenos 
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The articles furnished from the United 
fly tobacco, windsor chairs, sad- 
Of European commodities, 


Ayres. 
States are chie 
dlery, and furniture . 
Mr. Bland thinks the manufactures of France and 
Germany are preferred. ‘The stocks of cattle are 
numerous and fine; the horses are active, spirited, 
serviceable, and cheap; but the mules are the 
common beasts of burden. The soil and climate 
of Chile are different in different places; from the 
Straits of Chacao to the river Biobio, it is woody, 
fertile and salubrious, and is inhabited by the A- 
raucanians, or natives: from the Biobio to the ri 
yer Vaule, the country is the same, but the popu- 
lation is Spanish; from the Maule to the Aconca- 
gua, still fertile but no forests: from the valley of 
Aconcagua the mine country presents itself, which 
js less fruitful en the surface: after the mine 
country, the dreary desart of Atacama, upwards 
of 300 miles in eatent, affords « protection to the 
Chileans from any invasion by land from Peru. 
From the Straits of Chacao to the river Maule it 
rains at any season: at Santiago de Chile there is 
no rain for seven months in the year; and beyond 
Capiapo rains are hardly known. = Mr. Bland di- 
vides the country into two regions—the one va- 
riable and humid, and the other invariable and 
dry. Fuel, in some parts, is scarce;.but it is said | 
there is plenty of pit-coal on the banks of the Bi- 
obio, near Conception. The Archipelago of An- 
cud, or Chiloe, contains forty-seven islands: It is 
aconsiderable fishery, and wil] be a nursery for} 
seamen. There are only three carriage roads in| 
all Chile. The fertile part of the soil is situated | 
in valleys, surrounded, for the most part, by hills 
and mountains; and the inhabitants of these val- 
levs communicate with each other principally 
by mule paths. Mr. Bland describes the people 
generally as being “ mild, amiable, brave, and un- 
informed.” Santiago is the capital, and contains 
about 40,000 souls. The royalists have posses- ; 
sion of Penco, and a considerable district around 
Conception, which is their stronghold: they re- 
tain, also, Valdivia and Chiloe. ‘The Patriot ar- 
my, ata meciuin, (for Mr. lrisarri and Mr. Bland 
differ on this point,) is about 6,000 strong; 2,000 
of which are negroes from Buenos Ayres; there 
are no Chilean officers in it, however, above the 
rank uf captain, with the exception of U’Higgins, 
who isa brigadier under San Martin, and colonel 
Raymon Treyre. The navy consists of but three 
or four indiflerent vessels; but would be increased 
by the addition of two new ships of war, to be 
called San Martin and Chacabuco, built at New 
York, and for which purpose Messrs. Aguirre and 
Gomez were, a considerable time since, sent to 
the United States from Buenos Ayres with mo 





SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1818, $87 


sart of Atacama prevents them from marching 
thither by land The Chileans have no sea- 
men ef their own. 

The revenue of the government in Chile is de- 
rived from duties on imports and exports; from 
an excise which is laid upon almost every thing 
that is sold; from a direct tax, the mines, papal 
bulls, printed indulgences for the living and the 
dead, a crusade tax, tythes, forfeited estates of 
the Jesuits, voluntary contributions, and from 
confiscated estates of the enemies of the Patriot 
cause. The officers of the customs and the 
judges of the commercial courts receive no regu. 
lar salaries, and a duty is imposed on mercihiandise 
to compensate them; in addition, traders quicken 
their exertions by presents or bribes. There are 
10,000 monks and nuns in the country. The 
church holds one-third of the landed property of 
the state. ‘The church lands. are farmed out to 
tenants, who let them again to under-tenants, 
and these last work them with slaves: thus three 
sets of idlers are supported upon the product of 
the industry of the laboring class. In addition to 
their landed estates, the religious institutions have 
what are called their censos, or money lent out 
at an interest of five percent. per annum, to the 
amount of ten millions of dollars. Besides their 
share of the tythes; which the state still permits 
them to draw, the clergy have the annats, or first 
frutts, which yield to cach curate between two 
and three hundred dollars per annum. 

The government of Chile, it seems, is needy, 
and has made some progress towards laying 
hands on the enormous property of the priests. 
Indeed, neither monks or nuns, according to* Mr. 
Bland, are treated with much ceremony: some of 
the former have been turned out of their dwell. 
ing- places, which have been occupied for milita- 
ry purposes; and some of them have been tried 
| for treasonable practices. 
| The most immediately interesting part of the 
' report is that which gives the history of the Chi- 
jlean revolution and the change of parties among 
ithe Patriots. There have, it appears, been twa 
powertel factions in that country of the revolu- 
| tionists themselves. At the head of one were the 
Carreras: the Larrains formed the other, with 
O’Higgins at their head. At the beginning of 
the contest for independence, the Carrera facfion 
prevailed It would seem, however, that this 
party did not manage affairs.in “a judicious man- 
ner; for, at the battle of Rancagua, against the 
royalists, fought on the 2d of October, 1814, the 
Patriots were entirely defeated, and fled over the 
Andes.. They were rallied at Mendoza by Say 
tartin, who identified himself with the Larrain 











ney. A superior naval force is indispensable to 


faction, and having obtained a reinforcement of 





enable the Chileans to invade Peru, for the de- 


2,000 negroes from Buenos Ayres, crossed the 
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mountains, and, on the 12th of February, 1816, 
fought the battle of Chacabuco, defeated the roy 
alists, and took their commander Marco prisoner, 
This may be called the second epoch of the revo- 
lution in Chile. The Carrera party was, of course, 
put down, and the Larrains, with O’Higgins as 
chief, confirmed themselves in power by the vic- 
tory of Maypu, obtained on the Sth of April, 1318, 
with the particulars of which the reader is no 
doubt well acquainted. It is greatly to the dis- 
honor of the Larrains that they seized this mo- 
ment of success to put to death two of the most 
distinguished of the Carreras. They were sacri- 
ficed under judicial forms, and on the preteat of 
treason. ‘Iheir execution was a foul and bloody 
murder, to gratify the vengeance of the reigning 
faction. : 

The closest intimacy subsists between the go- 
vernments of Chile and Buenos Ayres , O?Iliggins 
toll Mr. Bland that there was nothing which 
Buenos Ayres could ask of Chile that would not 
be granted; and that Buenos Ayres would act in 
like manner towards Chile. All the inhabitants 
of Buenos Ayres are naturalized citizens of Chile. 
The supreme director, by way of characterizing 
the intimacy, said they were as two bodies actu- 
ated by one soul. Mr. Blend thinks, however, 
that this connexion is to the disadvantage of the 
Chileans, and conceives that it will not be lasting. 

Under the faction of the Carreras, at the com- 
mencement of the revolution, the press, for the 
first time, was introduced into Chile. Before that 
period all books and papers, prior to their en- 
trance into the country, were inspected and ap- 
proved by the holy inquisition in Spain or at 


Lima. The name of the first paper was the} 


Aurora. It was printed weekly, at a printing- 
office sent from New York, and managed by 
three citizens of the United States. It was edited 
by Camilla Henriquez, now of Buenos Ayres. 
The opposite party also published a paper, which 
they called the Arauco. It was edited by Irisarri. 
At this time there are four weekly papers issued 
at Santiago; and none are published any where 
else in Chile: their names are, The Ministerial 
Gazette, which is the acknowledged paper of the 
government: El Argos, El Duende, and El Sol. 
They are all printed at the same press; and are 
edited by clerks and officers of the government. 
Two other printing presses had been carried thi- 
ther for sale; but they were not saleable articles. 
Newspapers and pamplets are conveyed free of 
postage, and books are imported free of duty. 
The reader may recollect that, after the battle 
of Maypu, the viceroy of Peru was desirous of 
effecting an exchange of prisoners, and sent, on 
board the United States’ sloop of war Ontario, 
captain Biddle, from Lima, an officer to Valpa- 











‘ : It turned 
out, however, on investigation, that the Royalists 
had few or no Chilean prisonérs; those whidl 
they formerly had, having been confined in one 
of the islands of the Archipelago of Chiloe, were 
released by the Patriots after the batile of Chaca. 
buco. The Patriots, on the contrary, had about 
8,000 Royalists prisoners; and were willing they 
should be exchanged for any prisoners which the 
Royalists held belonging to Buenos Ayres; but, 
owing to some contempt manifested in relation to 
the Patriot authorities, no cartel was agreed upon, 

Incidentally speaking of Peru, Mr. Bland states 
ii that one-third of the population of that country 
are whites of unmixed blood, and two-thirds mus 


| lattoes and negroes; the latter, in general, as well 


informed as the whites. 
pon enn 
INDIAN ‘TRADE. 
Report from the War Department. 
Deranrunnt or War, 
December 5, 1818. 

Sir,—In compliance with a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of the 4th of April, 
1818, directing the Secretary of War to prepare 
and report, at their next session, **a system pro. 
viding for the abolition of the existing Tndian 
Trade Establishments of the United States, and 
| providing for the opening of the Trace with the 
| Indians to Individuals, under suitable regulations,” 
| 1 have the honor to make tie following report: 

Vhe nations of Indians who inhabit this portion 
, of our continent, were, on its first discovery, in 
ia state of the most perfect commercial indepen. 
idence. Their knowledge of the useful arts was, 
iindeed, very limited; but it was commensurate 
iwith their wants and desires. With their rude 





implements of husbandry, their hook, and bow, 


jin the construction of which they were well in. 
structed, they drew a scanty, but for them a saf 
ficient, supply from the soil, the water, and the 
forest. A great change has since taken place, 
such as appears to be inevitable, by a fixed law of 
nature, in the intercourse between a civilized and 
savage people. Helplessness has succeeded inde 
pendence. While their wants have been greatly 
mu'tiplied aad enlarged, by their intercourse with 
their more civilized neighbors, their knowledge 
even of their former rude arts has been lost, with. 
out acquiring those which are necessary in their 
new condition. The manufacture of the axe and 
the hoe, by which they now clear and cultivate, 
the soil, and the gun and ammunition by which, 
they take their game, are far above their skill; 
and with the exhaustion of the present. stock, 
without a new supply, they would be reduced to 
extreme want. On trade, then, with those from 
whom they can draw these and other supphes, 
they are wholly dependent. We have the exclu- 
sive right to trade with those within our limits; 
and cut off, as the northern tribes are, by our ac 
quisition in the late war, from intercourse with 
foreigners on the side of the Gulf of Mexico, we 
have the means, by a proper extension of our 
posts, on the lakes, the Mississippi, and the Mis 
souri, (to effect which, measures heve already 
been taken) to enforce effectually, without much 
additional expense, this important right. The pe- 
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riod seems then to liave arrived, to give to our 
the Indians. through an exclusive 
wants, the greatest efficiency; and 
to promote theirs and our interest, by a judicious 
sysiem of trade, fairly and justly directed. 

A similar view of this branch of our trade seems 
to have been taken at an early period by our go- 
vernment. It directed its attention to this inter- 
esting and important subject, as early as the year 
1775, wien a committee was appointed by Con- 
rresg to devise a plan for carrying on trade with 
the Indians In the next year a very considerable 
purchase of goods was directed to be made forthe 
Indian trade, and trade with them, except under 
license or bond, was strictly prohibited. The 
subject was frequently acted on during the con- 
federation; but no systematic effort was made to 
regulate it till 1786, when an onlinauce was pass 
ed, dividing the indian department into two dis- 
tricts, and appointing a superintendent, with a 
depniy to exch. It was made their duty to exe- 
cute such regulations as Congress might establish 
in relation to Fadian affairs; to correspond with 
the Secretary of War, through whom their com- 
munications were directed to be made to Con- 

ress; to obey the instructions of the War De- 
partment; and to grant license to trade with In- 
dians. ‘This ordinance directed that no Jicense 
should be granted to foreigners, and only to citi- 
zens whose good moral character should be certi- 
fied by the governor of a state. under the seal of 
the state, and that bonds should be given to con- 
form to established regulations. Licenses were 
granted, to conlinve in force for one yezr only, 
and upon the payment of fifty dollars. ‘To trade 
without license incurred a penalty of five hun- 
dred dollars, and forfeiture of goods. ‘The super 
intendents and their deputies were prohibited 
from engsging in trade. 

The change in the form of the government, a 
few years after the passing of this ordinance, and 
the debility into which public affairs fell, about 
the termination of the confederation, prevented 
this judicious system from being carvicd into ef- 
fect. 

Under the present constitution, the subject of 
Indian trade attracted the attention of Congvess, 
as early as the year 1790. The system of trade 
by licenses was retained:'they were directed to 
be granted for two years, by persons to be ap- 
pointed by the President, to applicants of good 
character, who gave bonds to conform to reguta- 
tions; and trading without license was subjected 


scontrol over 
supply of their 


to a forfeiture of merchandise The act contains |, 


no prohibitions to foreigners, and requires no- 
thing to be paid fur the licenses. In the years 
1793 and 1796, acts were passed, very ‘similar in 
their provisions to the one just recited; and in the 
year 1802, an act repealing former acts, and whith 
still continues in force, was passed. [t inflicts a 
fine of one hundred doilars, and imprisonment not 
exceeding thirty days, in addition to the forfeiture 
of goods, for trading without license; and directs 
licenses to be granted on bond, with sufficient se- 
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try, except as hoatmen, and, under certain condi- 
| tons, as interpreters. 
The system of trade by public fictors, now pro- 
oa to be abolished, commenced in the year 
1796; but without superseding the original mode 
of carrying on the trade by license. ‘rhe Presi- 
dent was authorized to establish trading houses, 
; and to appoint an agent to each house to carry on, 
| as the act states, “a liberal trade with the Indi- 
; ans.” The act appropriated $150,000, as the ca- 
| pital of this trade, and the additional sum of 
$8,000 annually for the payment of agents and 
clerks; and directed the-trade to be carried on, 
so as not to diminish the capital. [t was limited 
to two years; but was by a subsequent act conti- 
nued in force till 1896. A Superintendent of in- 
dians was then appointed, aml the capital in- 
| creased to $260,000, and $13,000 was annually 
appropriated tor the payment of superintendent, 
agents, and clerks. This act was limited to three 
years; but afterwards continued in force till 1811. 
‘The capital was then increased to three hundred 
thousand dollars, with an annual appropriation of 
| $19,230 for the payment of superintendent, 
|agents, and clerks. It was limited to three years; 
but has been extended by subsequent acts to the 
first of March next. 

‘Lhe capital at present isdistributed among eight 
trading houses, or factories, established at the fol- 
lowing places: Fort Mitchell; the Chickasaw 
Blutts; Fort Confederation, on the Tombighee; 
Fort Osage, on the Missour?;. Prairie au Chien, on 
the Miss:ssippi; Sulphur Fork, on Red River; 
tsreen Bay, and Chicago. 

Such is the rise, progress, and present condi- 
tion of our Indian trade. It was commenced and 
has been continued from motives both of pru- 
dence and humanity; and though it may not have 
fully realized the expectations of its friends, 10 as 
no doubt produced benefieial effects. Wo wars 
have not been entirely prevented by it, they pro- 
bably, without it, would-have been move frequent; 
jand, ifthe Indians have made but little advances 
jin civilization, they probably without it would 
have made less. If greater effects have not re- 
sulted, it is to be attributed not to a want of de- 
pendence on the part of the Indians on commer. 
cial supphes, but to defects in the system itself, or 
in its administration, Scarcely any attempt has 
i been made till lately to exclude forcigners, and 
i; the granting of licenses has not been subject to 
; those checks which are necessary to give to it the 
| Most salutary effects. - 
Should it be thought unadvisable to continue 
; the present trading system by factories, by per- 
{ mitting the act to expire, by tts limitation, on the 
' first of March nent, it will then of course termi- 
“nate. In winding up its concerns, two puints are 
| to be regarded; to sustain as little loss as possible; 
Land to withdeaw from the trade gradually, in or. 

der that the capital emploved may be supplied 
from other sources. To ettcet both of these ob- 
' jects, | would suggest, that so much of the act of 
| 1811, as authorizes the appointment of a superin- 














curity to conform to law and regulations, without !| tendent and facerrs, be continued in force for one 
making a good character, or citizenship, a requi- {| year; and that they be authorized to make sales, 


site. 


las heretofore, of the goods and effects on hand, 


By an act of 1816, the last passed on this sub- |’ and those whic! may be acquired from the Lixdi- 


Ject, foreigners are prohibited from trading with 


}, ans. 


the Indians, except permitted by the President, i The superintendent of Indian trade should also 


and under such regulations as he should establish. |! be authorized and directed to exhibit at bis office, 
Instractions have been given under this act to pro- || for mspection, an inventory of the stock in trade, 
hibit foreigners from passing inte the Indian coun: !! with the property attached to the respective fats 
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tories; and he should be directed to sell the same 
on the best terms offered, provided the sales can 
be effected at cost and charges. [It would be 
proper to allow considerable credit upon appre 
ved bonds and security; and the President ougl 
to be empowered to annex, as the condition of th: 
sale, if he should think it advisable to sell the 

oods to the Indians, at the place at which the 
Rhee is established, a provision that the sales b« 
effected within the period.of one year. the fac 
tory at Fort Clark, being established by a treaty 
with the Great and Little Osagesin the year 1808 
must be contintied by the government, or sold 
out, subject to the condition ef being continued 
so long as the ‘Indians may desire it It would 
perhaps be advisable to direct a new treaty, res- 
cinding, on suitable compensation, the stipulation 
referred to. 

The establishment would by these means ter- 
minate gradually, without the hazard of any con- 
siderable losses. 

To provide for opening the trade to individu 
als, under suitable regulations, is a task of much 
greater difficulty. The vast extent of the country 


inhabited by the Indians, and the numbers anc | 


variety of the tribes, render it impossible to apply, 
with propriety, any uniform system to the whole 
The various tribes, for the purpose of trade, may, 
however, be comprehended in two classes. Those 
in our immediate neighborhood, surrounded by 
our settlements and our military posts, and who, 
from long intercourse with us, have become par- 
tially civilized; and those more remote, who still 
fetain'their original character and customs. In 
the former are comprehended the four southern 
tribes, the Osages and the small tribes immediate 
ly west of the Mississippi, those within the limits 
of tlinois, Indiana, Ohio, and that part of the Mi- 
chigan territory east of lake Michigan. ‘The lat 
ter comprehends: all the tribes without those li- 
mits. L propose to consider the system of trade 
best calculated for cach division, beginning with 
the former. 

After giving the subject that full consideration 
which its importan¢e merits, it appears to me 
that the provisions of the ordinsnce of 1786, with 
afew additions and modifications, particuiariy in 
the administrative part, so as to adjust it to our 
present form of government, are, for this division 
of our Indian trade, the best that can be devised. 
The provisions of the acts now in force, in rela- 
tion to licenses, are not as well guarded or us ef- 
ficient as those of the ordinance referred to. The 
sntroduction of the factories seem to have retax- 
ed the attention of government to the system of 
trade under license. t would then propose to as 
sume the provisions of fic ordinance referred to, 
as the basis of a system to open the trade with 
the contiguous tribes of Indians, to individual en- 
terprize. Instead, however, of appointing two 
superintendents, I would propose a superintend 
ent of Andian affairs to be attached to the War 
ea peatie tes with a salary of § 3,090 per annum; 
he superintendent to be under the control of the 
Secretary of War, and to be chuged, subject to 
such regulations as the President may prescribe, 
with the correspondence, superintendence, and 
general management of Tadian affuirs; and to be 
authorized, with the approbation of the Secretary 
of War, to grant license to trade with the Lo tians 
Licenses to be granted to citizens of good moral 
character, and tu coatinue in force til revoked 
A sum not less than 100 dollars, aor more tuaa 
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509 dollars, to be determined under regalati 
to be prescribed by the President, tu be paid toe 
che privilege of using it, at the time of rant . 
he license, and annually during its continy : 
and bonds with sufficient security to be taken. t 
conform to law and regulations "Licenses to be 
revoked by the President whenever he may judge 
proper ‘To trade without license to subjeet a 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and im. 
prisonment not to exceed six months, with a for. 
Feiture of the goods Licenses to be granted to 
trade at specified places, to be selected by the 
applicants, and not to be changed without the con. 
sent of the superintendent All peddling aad 
sales of spirituous liquors to be strictly prohibited, 
Each trading house, or establishment, to require 
a separate license; and pooks to be kept at the 
establishment, in which the prices of the goods 
sold, and the articles purchased, should be regu. 
larly and fairly entered, and be subject at all times 
to the inspection of the Indian agent, or such per. 
gon as the superintendent may appoint. 

The reasons for most of these provisions are so 
obvious as to require no illustration. They will 
ail be passed over, accordingly, without observa. 
tion, except the provision which requires the pay- 
ment of an annual sum for the use of license, and 
that which requires the trading establishnterit to 
be fixed. The former provision is taken from the 
ordinance of 1786, which directed licenses to be 
granted for one year only, and on payment of 
fifty dollars to the superintendent, for the use of 
the United States; a sum nearly equal to that now 
proposed, if the value of money at that time be 
taken into consideration. 

Bat it will probabiy be objected, that it is our 
interest, and, us we propose to monopolize their 
trade, our duty too, to furnish the Indians with 
goods on as moderate terms as possible; and that 
the sum to be paid fora license, by acting asa 
duty on the goods sold under it, will tend to en. 
hance their price. In answer to which, it maybe 
justly observed, that it is not a matter of'so much 
importance that they should obtain the?r supplies 
for a few cents more or less, as that the trade 


ance; 


should, as fur as practicable, be put effectually - 


under the control of the government, in order 
that they may be protected against the fraud and 
the violence to which t- eir ignorance and weak. 
ness Would, without such protection, expose them, 
Lis this very ignorance and weakness which ren- 
der it necessary forthe government to interfere; 
ant if such interference is proper at all, it ought 
to be rendered effectual, Such will be the ten 
deucy of this provision ts first and obvious ef- 
fects will be to diminish more certainly, and with 
less injurious effect, than any other provision 
which can be devised, the number of traders; and 
to increase the amount of capital which each 
would employ. The profit of a sinall capital of a 
few hundred dollars would scarcely pay for the 
lisense; while that on a large one would not be 
much diminished by it. Both of these effects, the 
diminution of the number of traders and the in- 
crease of the capital, would Add greatly to the 
control of the government over the Wade. It would 
be alinost impossible to inspect the conduet, and 
corsequently control the actions of the multitnde 
of traders, with small capitals, diffused over the 
indian country, and settled at remote and obscure 
places. ‘The greatest vigilance, on the part of the 
superintendent and his agents, would be unequal 





to the tusk. By diminishing. the number, aad 
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more permanentiy before the View | 
of the government, ad te Inspection ana sagem 
tendence becomes practicable. Again: what con. | 
tro! can the governinent have over the conduct of 
a trader with a capital of a few hundred dollars 
Sappose he should violate the express in- 
law and regulations, what ser ous lo-s 
would he sustain by the revocation ol his lisens. 
or by the putting his bond in suit? “Po him ii} 
d be nothing to wind up his business ancl 
give his capital another direction; and as to the 
bond, in such distant and obscure transactions, he 
might pretty safety caleulate on escaping Is pen 
alty. Very different would be the cise with the |} 
trader of a larg capital. ‘fo revoke his license | 
would be a serious evil, which must subject hin 
to certain loss; and, should he break the condi 
tions of his bond, he would be much more in dan 
ger of feeling its penalty, ‘The coatrol of the go- 
vernment would not only be greater over such 
traders, but, what is of equal importance, their 
influence with the Indians would have a more 
salutary direction A war between them and us 
would, in all cases, be injurious, and, in many 
eases, would be ruinous to the trader of a large 
eapital; but not so with one of small capital; asin 
gle profitable speculation may be of more impor- 
tance to him than the continuance of peace. From 
the effects of war he can as easily escape as trom 
the revocation of his license, or the penalty of ins 
bond. Let the character of the former be what 
it may, he must, from interest, be the advocate 
of peace, and the influence of his own govern- 
ment; while the latter, unless influenced by vir- 
tuous motives, would feel in either but litde in 
terest. : 

From the nature of the trade, the more it can 
be concentrated, provided there is reasonable 
competition, the better it will be for the Indians 
and ourselves. ‘The very opposite, it is true, 
would be the fact, if they bad the capacity and in 
telligence to take care of their own intesest with 
out our protection; but, situated as they are, in 
definite competition would be no less injurious to 
them than to our citizens; and such appear to be 
their sentiments. The Chickasaws, in alate treaty, 
complained of the injury which they had sustain. 
ed from pedlars and small traders; and they had a 
stipulation inserted, agsinst the granting of any 
license trade with their nation, as the ouly effec- 
tual means which suggested itself to prevent it. 

The reasons for fixing the trading establishment 
are no less strong By rendering them stationary, 
and compelling the proprietors to keep books, 
containing regular entries of all their sales and 
purchases, important checks will be presented to 
prevent fraud and exorbitant charges. Tt will al- 
so strongly tend to prevent collision between the 
traders, and consequently the creation of parties 
among the Indians, for or against particular tra- 
ders; a state of things unfriendly to their interest, 
an dangerous to the peace of the frontier Be 
sides, the trading establishments being fixed, as 
they will be, in the most advantageous positions, 
each will, in time, become the nucieus of indian 
settlements, which, by giving greater density ana 
steadiness to their population, will tend to intro- 
duce a division ot real property, and thus hasten 
their ultimate civilization. 

Such are the provisions under which the trade 
with those tribes of Indians in our immediate 
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adininistration, it will produce results equally sa- 
latary to the Indians and ourselves. In fact, the 
knowledge of the use of money, and the prices 
of most of the ordinary articles of trade, is so far 
advanced among them, as to guard them, toa 
considerable extent, against mere fraud and im- 
position; and with the control which the govern- 
ment may exercise over the trade with them, 
they would generally receive their supplies on 
fair and moderate terms. ‘The system is not less 
calculated to secure peace. ‘The regular traders, 
who have paid for the use of their licenses, will 
be the most active to prevent vexatious peddling 
and retailing of gpirituous liquors, which are the 
bane. of the frontier. ‘They will, besides, become 
the most active promoters of industry, for the al- 
most total destruction of game has rendered the 
amount of peltries and furs of little value in this 
branch of Indian trae, and the capacity of paying 
for the goods purchased must, consequently, ina 
great measure, depend on the product of the soil. 
tn fact, the neighboring tribes are becoming daily 
less warlike, and more helpless and dependent 
on us through their numerous wants, and they 
are rendered still more pacific.by the fear of for- 
feiting their lands and annuities. They have, in 
a great measure, ceased to be an object of terror, 
and have become that of commiseration. The 
fume seems to have arrived, when our policy to- 
vards them should undergo an imporiant change. 
Chey neither are in fact, nor ought to be, consi- 
dered as independent nations. Our views af their 
interest, and not their own, ought to govera 
them, By a proper combination of force and 
persuasion, of punishments and rewards, they 
oughtto be brought within the pales of law and 
civilization. Left to themselves, they will never 
reach that desirable condition, Before the slow 
operation of reason and experience can convince 
them of its superior advantages, they must be 
overwhelmned by the mighty torrent of our popu- 
lation. Such small bodies, with savage customs 
and character, cannot, and ought not, to be per- 
outted to exist in an independent condition in 
tne midst of civilized society. Our laws and man- 
ners ought to superscale their present savage 
maimers and customs. Beginning with those 
most advanced in civilization, and surrounded by 
our people, they ought to be made to contract 
their setllements within reasonable bounds, with 
a distinct understanding, that the United States 
intended to make no futher acquisition of lind 
from them, and that the settlements reserved are 
intended for their permanent home. The land 
ought to be divided amoog families, and the idea 
of individual property in the soil carefully incul- 
cated their annuities would constitute an ample 
school fund, and education, comprehending as 
well the common arts of life, as reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, ought not to be left discretionary 
with the parents. Those who might not choose 
to submit, ought to be permitted and aided in 
forming new settlements at a distance from ours. 
When sufficiently advanced in civilization, they 
would be permitted to participate in such civil 
and political rights, as the respective states with- 
in whose limits they are situated, might safely ex- 
tend to them. Ii is only by causing our opinion 
of their interest to prevail, that they can be civi- 
lized, and saved from extinction. | Under the pre- 
sent policy, they are continually decreasing and 
degenerating, notwithstarding the government 








neighborhood may with safety and advantage be 
opened to individual enterprize. With a vigilant 


has, under all its adininistrations, been actuated 











bv the most sincere desire to promote their hap- 
piness and civilization. ‘The fault has been, not 
in the want of zeal, but in the mode in which it 
has been attempted to effect these desirable ob- 
jects The Indians are not so situated as to leave 
3t to time and experience to effect their civiliza- 
tion. By selecting prudently the occasion for the 
change, by establishing a few essential regula 
tions, ‘and by appointing persons to administer 
them fairly and honestly, our efforts could scarce- 
Iv fai] of success. Nor ought it to be feared 
that the power would be abused on our part, for, 
in addition to the dictates of benevolence, we 
have a strong interest in their civit.zation. ‘Tic 
enmity even of the frontier setilers towards them 
is caused principally by the impertection of the 
present system; and, under the one which fhave 
suggested, it will greatly abate, if not entirely 
subside. ‘The natural humanity and geneyusity 
of the American character would no longer be 
weakened by the disorder and savage cruclty to 
which our frontiers are now exposed. A deep 


conviction of the iinportance of the subject, anc a |) 
strong desire to arrest the current of events 
which, if permitted to fiow in their present cha. | 


nel, must endin the annihilation of tiose who 
were once the proprietors of this prosperous 
country, must ‘be my apology for this digression 

It remains to consider in what manner our trade 
can be most successfully prosecuted with the nu- 
merous Indian tribes who occupy the vast regron 
extending west to the Pacific Ocean. It is obvi- 
ous that the system proposed for the partially ci- 
vilized tribes, bordering o8 our settlements, 
would prove altogether inadeGguate to this branch: 
of our Indian trade. It will require a system of 
far more energy to effet the great objects which 
ought to be pursued thraigh it. To establish a 
decided control over the numerous and savage 
tribes within these vast limits, and to give to our 
trade with them its utmost extension, are deemed 
to be objects of great national importaice. [tis 
believed, that within our limits, along the range 
of the Rocky Mountain, quite to the Mexican 
frontier, is the best region for furs and peltries 
on this continent. With proper efforts, the whole 
of this valuable trade, extending quite across to 
the great western ocean, would, in a few years, 
be exclusively in our possession. To produce 
these desirable results, foreign adventurers, whose 
influence must at all times be hostile to our inte- 
rests, and dangerous to our peace, must be ex- 
cluded. With this view, and to protect our own 
trade, means have been taken to extend our mili- 


tary posts on the Mississippi and Missouri. What- f} 


ever character our trade in that quarter may as- 
sume, the extension of our posts, as contem- 
plated, will be indispensable to its enlarged and 
sucotssfal prosecution; but it is belicved ‘that 
with all the advantages which they will afford, un 
Jess the trade be properly and efficiently orga- 
nized, we shall not be able tu compete, with en- 
tire success, with the British companies on the 
north, nor to acquire that decided control over 
the Indians, which is indispensable to its complete 
BuCccess. 

In order to have just ideas on this subject, it is 
necessary to take into consideration not only the 
vast extent and remoteness of the region over 
which i is proposed to extend our trade, but the 
eharaeter of the numerous tribes who inhabi’ it 
They are all more or less migratory; in the sum. 
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to the south, in pursuit of the Ruffalo and other 


game. They are thus, in the summer brox 
iuto the neighborhood of the British establigh 
ment to the north of our limits, where, not with. 
standing our military posts and the advantage of 
our position, nvich of the trade and influence over 
these fierce and warlike tribes will Centre, unless 
our means of carrying iton should be as well or. 
ganized and efficient as theirs, The difticulty, 
though of an opposite kind, is no legs considers. 
ble on the southern frontier of this portion of our 
country. ‘The line between us and the Spanish 
possessions in Mexico is, in its whole extent, a 
subject of discussion; and, even should itbe ad. 
justed, wil! probabiy, to x considerable extent, be 
without natural and visible boundries, Toa 
trade thus situated, extenuchng ever so vast a re. 
gion, inhabited by numerois tribes not less War- 
like than savage, with the compctition of power. 
ful and long established companies on one side 
and dange: of colision on the other, the wnegs 





ganized efforts of individuals, always with jarring, 
and frequestly with opposing, interests, Appear 
to be wholly inadequate io its successtul or safe 
prosecition. Vhe riwalry of trade, which, in well 
regul sed communities, gives the greatest prospe. 
jmty to commerce, would, in these distans regions, 
beyond the control of law. or superior authority, 
amongst fierce and iguorant savages, lead to the 
most fatd consequences. Each trader, or asgo. 
ciation of traders, would enmdeasor to monopolize 
the trade within certain liuits, and woud exert 
their cunning and influence to render the savages 
their partizans, and the enemies of their rivals in 
trade. Among a people at once so fierce and so 
easily duped, the result may be ready anticipa. 
ted. Astate of disorder and violence would uni- 
versally prevail, equally unfortunate to the In. 
dians und ourselves; and which would. st rongly 
tend to turn thd trade, and with it the influence 
over the Tadians, to the well erganized foreign 
fur companies near our limits 

If these observations are correct; if the uncom. 
bined efforts of individuals ave inadequate toa 
successful competition with the British fur com. 
panies; if they will endanger ovr peace with our 
southern neighbors, and lead to fierce and dan. 
gerous rivalry among themselves, it only remains 
to consider whether a mode can be devised of 
carrying on this branch of our Indian trade, which 
will obviate these evils, and. accomplish the de- 
sirable objects of giving the greatest extension to 
it, accompanied with the most efficient control 
over the Indians themselves. 

The united influence and combined effor's of 
the fur companies referred to cin be met success. 
filly, it is believed, only by an equal concentra. 
tion of influence, and efforts on our part; the 
jealous rivalry of independent traders, with its fae 
tal consequences, can be obviated only by re. 
moving the diversity of interest by which it. would 
be excited, and the danger of collision, on our 
southern limits, by subjecting the trade complete. 
ly to the will and control of the government— 
The mode, then, which I would propose, would 
be to vest the trade in a company with sufficient 
capital; to be divided into shares of one hundred 
dollars each; and to be limited to the term of 
twenty years; to pay an annual tax on its sub- 
scribed capital, for the privilege of exclusive 
trade, and to be subject, in like manner, as private 
traders, to such rules and regulations as may be 








Mer moving towards the north, and in the winter 


prescribed. It is thus that most of the evils tobe 
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apprehended by leaving the trade open to the 
competition of private adventurers would, it is be- 
lieved, be avoidest. The efforts of the ey: 
undisturbed by rival interests, would be ¢ 8s - 
to establish its control over the various tribes o 


ee the greatest degree of profit =~ bom 
The success 0! such a company, proper ~ ‘ 
ed, scarcely wt nits of a doubt, ree epee = 
regard to this trade; the facility which met 's 
tion of our great and numerous rivers In tha 
uarter Would afford; and the protection from 
yosts, would speedily destroy all fo- 
reign competition, and would, in afew years, push 
our trade to the Pacific Ocean. Phe most prott- 
able fur and peitry trade in the world would be 
ours, accompanied with a decided influence over 
the numerous and warlike tribes inhabiting those 
extensive regions. ‘The mere objecuon, that it 
woukkcreate a monopoly, ought not to outweigh 
so many advantages. The trade with the Indians 
has never been opened, without restrictions to 
oureitizens. Licenses from the government have 
at ull times been required, and the government 
has itself, througi its factories, to a considerable 
extent, monopolized the trade; and, by an extlen- 
sion of its eapital only, might engross the whole 
of it. Allof these provisions, however necessary, 
in the Indian trade, would be absurd in anysotlier 
branch of our commerce. 
the trade with the Indians has, at all times, been 
confined to a few individuals; and it is highiy pro- 
bable that a greater portion of the community 
wok! participate in it by carrying it on in the 
manner proposed, than in any other mode. In 
fact, absurd as commercial monopoly would be, 
where law and authority exist to repress the mis- 
chievous effects which might spring from un- 
bounded rivalry, and give to such rivalry salutary 
consequences; just in the same degree wouid it 
be wise and advantageous to carry on the trade 
under consideration by an incorporated company, 
A nation discovers its wisdom no less in departing 
from general maxims, where it is no longer wise 
to adhere to them, than in an adherence to them 
in ordinary circumstances. In fact it evinces a 
greater effort of reason. ‘The first advance of a 
nation is marked by the establishment of maxims, 
which are deemed universal, but which further 
experience and reflection teach to be only gene- 
ral, admitting of occasional modifications and ex. 
ceptions. 

Should the House, however, not adopt these 
views, but prefer to open the trade to the enter 
prize of single individuals, or such associations as 
might be formed for the purpose. | would suggest 
the provisions already proposed for the trace with 
the neighboring tribes of lndians, as the most ad 
visable, with the exception of the provisions, 
which require the trader to be located, and that 
regular books of sales and purchases should be 
kept. In lieu of which provisions, I would pro- 
pose, that the goods intended for this brancii o! 
Indian trade, and the articles acquired’ by pur- 
chase from the Indians, should be entered under 
oath, the former with a copy of the invoice, and 
the latter, with a statement of prices, with the in 
dian agent at Mackinaw, St. Louis, Belle Point, ov 
the Arkansas river, or Natchitoches, on Red ri 
ver; or such other places as the President may 
designate. 

_ The entry can he made without much inconve 
mence to the trader, as the geography of the 
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ng—to exclude foreign adventurers, and to | 


Besides, the profit of 
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country is suc!, as to make it necessary for the 
trade'to pass by one or the other of the points pro- 
posed, at each of which there is now an agent. 

Ic is believed that these provisions would be as 
effectual as any that can be devised, short of a 
company incorporated for the purpose; but it is 
proper to observe, that they are open to the eb- 
jections whch have already been stated. In fact 
thev equally apply to anv system, so long as the 
trade is exposed to the effects which must flow 
from the jealous rivalry of independent traders, - 
where law and anthor-ty cannot step in to restrain 
its consequences within proper bounds. The In- 
dians themselves are net proper judges of their 
own interests, and so far froin restraining the ef- 
fects of such rivalry, they would become the in- 
struments of the most cunning and vicious of the 
tradérs, to wreak their vengeance on. such as 
might stand in the way of their profits. 

All which is respectfully subiniited. 

J. C. CALHOUN, 

Hon. H. Clay, Ec. Fe. 





From the New York Evening Post, Dec. 10th, 1818. 
TO TN4SE WHOM.IT MAY CONCERY, 

When the United States’ Bank was chartered, 
the currency of the country consisted of paper 
emitted by state-banks, who refirsed to redeem it 
with coin; and the paper of some of those ban‘s 
had depreciated twenty or thirty per cent. more 
than that of others. The necessity for an uniform 
currency was, in consequence of the inconyeni- 
ences experienced by this state of things, admit- 
ted on all hands; and the advocates for chartering 
the bank promised that its currency should be of 
uniform value. But it is inco.ceivable how any 
man of sense could have expected that this cur- 
rency was to be: more uniform in its value, than 
coin itself; yet the disappointment in that ridicu- 
lous expectation, has caused much senseless cla. 
mour aguinst the bank All that was meant by 
the words “equalizing the currency,” was, that 
the bills should be redeemable in coin: at the 
places where they were pavable—This is all that 
the bank is under any obligation to do; and in 
doing this, the bills are rendered equal to specie 
where they are issued) Equalizing the exchanze 
is quite a different thing, and must rise and fall ac. 
cording to the course of trade. It is caused by 
the laws of commerce, as the lowing of tides is by 
the laws of nature. On this score there is no rea- 
son for complaint against the bank. It has sins 
enough to answer for, ‘in all conscience, without 
making fulse accusations. After the investigation 
is over, which it is about to undergo before the 
hoaorable committee of cofgress, it is hoped they 
will make known to the stockholders, and to the 
world, what those sins are: and in order to get at 
their root, a pretty close scrutiny will be necessa- 
ry. To account for the embarrassments existing 
in the monied concerns of the country, and to be 
sure that they get hold of the right remedy, it is 
important that they shouid not mistake the cause. 
It is believed that they will find it to have origi- 
nated, in a great measure, in the hard terms held 
out to the public in the charter. It was the opi- 
nion of that able financier, whose loss this country 
cannot too much deplore, that in granting a char- 
ter for a national bank, ‘‘unless the interest of the 
stockholders be consulied, there can be no bank, 
(in the sense at Jeast in which institutions of this 
sind worthy of corfdence can be established in this 
country,) but it des not follow (says he) that this 
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is alone to he consulted, or that it ever ought to 
be paramount. Public utility is more truly the 
object of public banks, than private profit.” The 
truth then is, that the terms of this charter did not 
offer sufficient inducement to the sober and-solid 
capitalist at that time to. become a subscriber. 
Those of that description, who did subscribe, were 
influenced, not-so much by the expectation of pro- 
fit, as by a desire to form a fund from which 
might issue a currency always redeemable in coin. 
By such subscribers a minor part of ‘the capital 
only was taken: the greater part fell into the hands 
of adventurers, who by hook and by crock, aided 
by. the credit of puper money banks, raised the 
wind, as we say, for the payment required on 
making the subscription. By borrowing names, 
and subscribing in single shares, while the monied 
men voted on theirs in Mass, they obtained a com- 
plete power to elect whomever they named as di- 
rectors. It is to be inferred from what has since 
takejn place, that no greater proportion of sober- 
mingled men were permitted to he members of the 
board, than were just sufficient to give, by their 
weight of character, a sort of sanction to their pro- 

ceedings. ‘These mancavres couid not have es- 
caned the observation of the hon. James Lloyd, 
and will sufficiently explain the meaning of the 
following paragraph in ins letter to Mr. Forsyth, 
(the ehairman of a former committee of inquiry 
into the concerns of the bank.) ‘It is not to be 
concealed (says he) that some part of the stock, 
and that not a small one, is in the possession of 
those who very fairly mean to make an advantuge 

ous use of the confidence they reposed in the goud 
faith and resources of the country over that mani- 
fested by others of their fellow. citizens.”* 

Having by these operations and under the garb 
of patriotism, got command of the credit of the 
institution and of the money actually paid in by 
the real stockholders, the directovs proceed to bu 
siness; and begin by receiving notes from stock- 
holders, to secure the payments aiready due for: 
their stock. and taking the stock in pledge, which 
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had not been paid for, to secure the payment of 
those notes So that, instead of aiding mercantile 
operations with the capital intended for their use, 
the money of one sect of stockholders, who had 
paid for their stock, was, by another set of stock- 
holders, thus loaned to themselves, to enable the 
latter to hold stock which they had not paid for. 
And this appears to be the advantageous use which 
they so very fairly meant to make of the confi- 
dence they reposed in the geod faith and resour- 
ees of the country Thus, with the money of the 
. stockholders who had actually paid for their stock, 
the credit of the bank, and the additional means 
which the government furnished by the redemp- 
tion of that part of the capital which consisted in 
public debt. and with the blandishment about the 
successful negotiations of their specie ambassa- 
dor, the master jugglers succeeded in blowing up 
a bubble, which they had not sense or time enough 
to put in other hands before it burst. But, to pre- 
tract as much as possible the explosion, it was 
decmed of the first importance that the dividends 
should be undiminished. Therefore, when the se- 
cretary of the treasury withdrew the stock part of 
the capital of the bank, by redeeming it, it became 
indispensable to supply, by seme means, the loss 
of so great a source of income as the interest on 





* In justice to Mr. Lloy", it is proper to remark, that it has 
never been supposed that he sauctioned any of the measures | 





which are the suliject of these strictures. 
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that debt. Accordingly, instructions 
were issued to the respective b 

vere mM ranch ‘permit 
ting, if not requiring, an extension of o> ‘ 


» it is gai 
as practicable, on the best sccnritice penta 
get: that is, bv authorizing loans on the 
of the stock of the bank, at an advance “ne 
cent. ce per 
Vhe facility with whict : 
on a pledge of stock, ohana ee be raised 
: mst of snecula. 
tors to come into the market, and, by biddj 
against each other, to co-operate in further} ing 
interest of those direttors whose fortune tone 
staked on thé risk of the stock. A large bran 
tion of the loans, therefore, were made pao 
jobbers, land jobbers, state banks, and denn 
soetese in trade. ‘This sudden flood of ” 
caused every thing to rise, and espec} 
stock. But as rte as the bills paceeddtaoans 
hands of the merchants, who had no deal * 

: wings with 
the bank, they returned upon it, accompanied 
with a demand for specie, to supply the ships fit- 
ting out for India, after cotton, because that arti. 
cle had been, by the sudden and excessive issue 
of bank paper, raised so high in our own country, 
that the northern merchant could not employ rh 
ship in its transportation without loss. So unag. 
countably indiscreet (to say the least) has been 
the management of the directors, chat of forty-one 
millions loaned out, thirty seven millions and upwards 
have been loaned south of New-York; and a 
proportion of thia to borrowers unable, confessedly, 
now to pay 

The pressure of the bank, cansed by the return 
of its paper, compelled it to call for payment on 
those who were most able. The Boston branch 
was therefore first sacrificed—New York branch 
next,—and the screw is now operating at Phils 
delphia, and further south. The loans to mer. 
chants have been reduced toa very inconsiderable 
sum; whereas, if they had been distributed, with 
tolerable discretion, amongst that class of men, the 
exportation of specie might have been instantly: 
checked, the moment it was discovered; and if 
sent out of the country, the exporter might have 
been compelled to fetch it back to pay Ins notes. 
Importations of specie by the bank, are to no pur. 
pose, unless the institution is so managed asto se- 
cure it when here.—The restrictions in bank ope: 
rations, necessary to detain the specie: already in 
the country, will, most assuredly, cause its intro 
duction without their agency. But this powerno 
bank can ever possess, whose business consists in 
taking pledges of its stock as seeurity fordebts, 
before the stock is created, and in discounting notes 
never to be paid, in order to create such stock, And 
it behoves the honorable committee, about.to ex 
amine into the concerns of the bank, to inquire 
how much of the capital stock, which the law re- 
quired to be made up of specie and public debt, 
has been created in this way: and also to inquire 
further, whether the stock pledged, i» not lodged 
with a power to transfer only, while the credit on 
the stock books stands in the names borrowed to 
subscribe in‘for the purpose of multiplying votes: 
and whether there be not votes of that-deserip- 
tion, in the control of those who in fact are not 
bona fide owners of one cent of the capital stock 
which they are not indebted for, sufficient to put 
in any direction they please; extending their in- 
quiry on this point (particularly as to the opert 
tions of the branch at Baltimore,) so as to be able 
to report satisfactorily to the stockholders, and to 


i the government, if the truth will warrant it, st 
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* allis ‘wir. —lf the gov 


ernment had understood and 
duly consulted its own interest in the formation of 
the bank, by makjng it the interest * — saps 
ital to invest their money in it, to e mane our 
to those actively employed in some Use - ppt. 
and sufficient to have yielled a div idenc 0 6 1-2 
to7 percent. a year, with a circulation so re- 
stricted as to preserve its own and the public cre- 
dit, the bank might have proved an honor to the 
country, and a biessing to the unton. But the g° 
yernment, by making too sharp » bargain with the 
stockholders, have tempted men tu engage in the 
bank who had no property, and who could not 
without an abuse of its credit profit by the specu- 
wer believed that the causes of the present em- 
harrassment of the bank, have been now traced to 
their true origin. ‘ , 

It is desired, if this reasoning be incorrect, that 
the hon. committee will detect its fallacy, and 
show what are the real causes of the einbarrass 
ments complained of: and show if they can, that 
they are not aitributable to the mismanagement ot 
the concerns of the bank. It is the opinion of the 
best informed men, that unless the bank compel, 
by its future operations, the actual payment of its 
capital stock, and therehy form a fuicd for the ba- 
sis of a paper currency, redeemable in coin, which 
paper currency the directors can increase or di- 
minish at pleasure in such proportion as will in 
troduce and detain a sufficient amount of metallic 
money in the country to insure its redemption, 
whenever demanded, it will inflict a curse upon 
the nation, which ages of repentance cannoi do 
away 

It is to be hoped that the government will not 
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ble, aur courts of minor magistracy' would not be 


so much crowded with cases.] 


From the Albany Gazette. 
Ma. Patnrca,—lf you think the following short 
report of a law case, determined in the early ad. 
ministration of justice, under “the act for the 
settlement of the courts of justice,” passed Ist 
November, 1683, taken verbatim from the mi- 
nates of the court, will light up a smile in the 
pale face of any of the profession, in this the day 
of their adversity, [ need not address an argument 
10 your benevolence to give it an immediate in- 
sertion. A. 
Hous Von Knippenbergh, 
kinst 
Stoffle Freekhouse. 
Parties called. 

Hons Von Knippenbergh Mere I pe. 

Stoffle Freekhouse Here, here. 
Justice —Well, Hons—de kort is now open.— 
Por why you cali me here—whrat you kot kinst 
Stoffie? 
Ifons.—Wel, sir, if your honor please, te tam 
rashkel has kilt my tog, and a capital tog he was, 
sir. 
Justice —Well, tLons, what you want for te dog? 
Hons.—Ve tog, to be sure, wasent wort a tam 
cant; maur, howsomever, as he kilt him as he 
did, 1 mean to kit all what I can—I wilkhave te 
full vally of him. 
Justice —Well, Stoffie, you hear what Hons 
says. How you kilt his tog?—what you got to 
say to dat? 
Stofle—To pe sure I tid kill te tam little tog; 
put, py my blixim, he can’t prove it; and, since , 











be cajoled into any wild expedients, to aid a ‘set 
of men who have involved themselves and the 
country in difficulty, by blowing up a bubble 
which they must surely have expected would 
have burst in the hands of their innocent and 
credulous fellow-men, especially when they have 
so far abused their trust as to use the funds of tlic 
bank for this purpose, which had been put into 
their hands for objects of public utility. 
All that is necessary now to be done to restore 
order and credit, and to cause the return of spe- 
cie to the country, is to enforce the payments 
due ona pledge of the stock, and let those who 
c.nnot pay for what they hold transfer it to those 
who can; for they only who can pay for stock 
can furnish money to lend to others. 
The immunity which the law gives to the pri- 
vate property of the stockholder is in considera- 
tiomof his xctually putting into the bank, agreea- 
ble to that law, the sum he subscribes, any eva- 
sion of the law heretofore practised notwithstand- 
ing. If, l repeat, in the present instance such 
payments had been enforced, and in the, outset a 
prudent and cautious policy observed in the ex- 
tension of its credit, the bank at this time would 
have been in possession of the most ample supply 
of coin, having a regulating power’ perfect and 
complete over the operations of all the minor 

banks, and over our foreign exchange. 
, . NECKER. 


HUMOR. 


[The following report of a judicial decision is 
in the very best style of the Anglo-Batavic. If all 


- juchment. 


1¢ has sute me as he tid, I won’t pay never a cop- 
per—not by my zeel. 

Justice.—My juchment is dat Hons shall pay de 
cost of de writ, and Stoffle shall pay de cost of dis, 
So, poys, you may go home. 

or owe 


HOME AFFAIRS. - 


DISTPACT OF COLUMBIA, 
Alexandria meeting for retrocession —At a meet- 
ing of the citizens of Alexandria county, at the 
‘court house of the said couity, on Monday, the 
/ 14th of December, 1818, pursuant to the request 
of a committee appointed by the Grand Jury, to 
take into consideration the subject of receding 
the town and county of Alexandria to the territo- 
ry and jurisdiction of Virginia—james U1. Hove, 
esq. was culled to the chair, and Alexander Moore 
appointed secretary. : 

The following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted by the meeting: 

Whereas it is understood that the Congress of 
the United States have, under the recommenda 
tion of the President, taken into consideration the 
situation of the District of Columbia—it is, there- 
fore, 

Resolved, ‘What it is inexpedient to act on the 
recommendation of the Grand Jury of the county 
of Alexandria, until the result of the report of the 
cominittee of Congress for the District of Colum- 
bia on this subject can be ascertained, further thai 
to declare, as the sense of this meeting, thaj a lo- 
cal legislature or government for the district will 
be wholly incompetent to secure any of the bene- 
fits expected to be derived from it—and will be 
particularly incompatible with the interests of the 








litigants were as frank, and all justices as equita- 





county of Alexandria ; 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
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transmitted, by the chairman of this meeting, to 
the chairman of the committee of the District of 
Columbia. 
~ The mecting then adjourned. 

JAMES H. HOOF, Chairman. 
Test, Arexanpir Moonsé, Secretary. 


Congress of the United States. 
SENATE, 
Friday, December 11. 

Mr. Roberts, from the committee of claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
James fi. Clark, a purser in the navy, praying 
reimbursement of publte money stolen from him. 

Mr. ‘Tait presented the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of the territory of Alabama, petitioning for 
permission to form a constitution and state go- 
vernment, and to be admitted into the union on 
an equal footing with the original states, which 
memorial was referred to a select committee, 
composed of Messrs. ‘Tait, Morrow, Williams, of 
Mississippi, Edwards, and Williains, of ‘Tcnnessec, 
with instructions to bring in a bill pursuant to the 
prayer of the memorial 

Mr. Eppes, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported the bill from the House of Representa- 
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and vessels of twenty tons and upwards, }j 


to trade between the different distr 
» United States, to carry on auch tiny teams 9: 
said districts, in the manner, and subject an : 
the regulations, required to be observed rit fad 
rying on trade from district to district in the ve 
State, or from a district in one State to a Geshe 
in the next adjoining State. * 
The bill for the relief of Mehitable 
the bill for the relief of William Parton itd 
respectively orderc! to a third readihg, bt: 
The engrossed bill to encrease the com 
tion of the Sarveyor of the port of Patuxet w 
read the third time and passed, and sent to he? 
other Liouse for concurrence. 
Lnesday, December 15 
The resolutions submitted vesterday by Mr 
Sanford, by Mr. Eaton, and by Mr. King, were 





respectively taken up and agreed to. 

‘rhe bill respecting the transportation of per. 
sons of color, for Sale, &c. was taken up and pe 
ferred to Messrs. Exton, Burrill, Smith, Macon, 
‘and Horsey; the committee appointed in pursu. , 
| ance of the resolution adopted on this day, on 
motion of Mr. Eaton. ; 

The joint resolution proposing an amendment 








1to the Constitution in the election of Presiden. 


tives, making a partial appropriation for the mili- (j tial electors, &c. was reported by Mr. Dickerson, 
tary service for 1819, and the bill was then read \' from the select committee appointed on the sub. 


the third time, and passed by general consent. 

The engrossed biil to settle the account of 
James Wilde, was read the third time, passed, and 
sent to the oiher House. 

Monday, December 14. 

Mr. Sanford laid on the table a resolution to in- 
struct the judiciary committee to inquire what 
provisions are necessary to give effect to the laws 
of the United States in the State of Minois. 


‘The memorial of the Mississippi convention, || 
i,the bill for the relief of Whiiiara Barton, were 


praying an. extension of the [mits of that State, 
and the counter meworial of the legislative coun- 
cil of Alabama, both presented at the last session, 
were, on motion of Mr. Leake, referred to the 
committee appointed on the admission of Alabama 
into the union. 

Mr. Tait presented the memorial of the legisla- 
tive council of Alabama, praying certain altera- 
tions in their judicial system; also, a petition from 
Andrew Jackson and others, proprietors of land 
in the northern district of Alabama territory, 
praying the adoption of measures by Congress 
for the improvement of the navigation of the 
‘Tennessee river at the Muscle Shoals; which 
were severaliv referred. 

The resolution offered some time since, by Mr, 
Lacock, to refer the documents on the Seminole 
war, Was, on the motion of Mr. Lacock, postponed 
to Wednesday next. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Mellen, on 
Piiday, was taken up and agreed to. 

‘The bill tor the relief of Matthew Barrow was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Eaton submitted a resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to Inquire what amend- 
ments are necessary to the existing laws, the 
more effectually to prevent the importation of 
slaves into the United States. 

Mr. King submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee of finance be and 


| ject, with some amendments, not affecting the 
principle. 
Mr Fromentin submitted the following motion: 
Pesolved, That the committee on military af. 
| fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of extending the right to 4 bounty in lands to the 
soldiers who were enlisted to serve in the compa. 
| ny of bombardiers, sappers and miners, and in the 
| corps of ordnance. 
The bill for the relief of Mehitable Cole, and 


severally read the third time, passed, and return. 
ed to the other House. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monree, his pri- 
vate Secretary, transmitting the documents refer. 
red to in his message of the 17th ultimo, and not 
| heretofore communicated 

Wednesday, December 16, 

Mr. Sandford laid on the table the following: 
motion: 

Resvived, That the committee of commerce 
and manufactures consider and report what pro- 
visions may be proper for obtaining more acca. 
rate statements of the annual exports and imports 
of the United States: ibe 

Mr Lacock submitted the following: 

Resolved, Vhat the President of the United 
States be requested to lay befure the Senate, co- 
pies of the correspondence between the govern- 
iment of the United States and the government 
of Spain relative to the Seminole war, aud the ex- 
ecution of Arbuthnot and Ambrister; and also co- 
| pies of the correspondence,between the govern- 
ment of the United States and general Andrew 
Jackson, on the subject of the destruction of the 
Chehaw village, and the conduct of capt. Wright 
on that occasion; together with the copies of the 
correspondence of this government with govern- 
or Rabun of Georgia, on that subject; or such 
parts thereof, as, in the opinion of the President, 





they are hereby instructed to inquire into the ex 
pediency of such alteration in the laws concern- 
ong the coasting trade, as shall authorize ships 


may be communicated wiih safety to the govern. 
ment. 





The resolutions offered yesterday by Mr. Stokes 
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ani by Mr. Fromentin, were severally considered 


Lagreed to. i 
onthe bilis from the other House, giving to the 


representatives of Commodore Preble, and - 
crew of the brig Syren, certain prize money; - 
for gramting five years’ half pay pension “9 re 
widows of militia men who died within our 
months after their return home, of ape 
tracted while in an te severally read the 
ime, and referred. 

ee cine’ peesemicel the memorial of the reli- 
ious society of Friends in New York, peutoning 
Congress to extend to the lodian tribes further 
protection and instruction, &c. which was refer. 


be bill providing for the better organization 
of the U, States’ courts, and for the appointment 
of circuit judges, was postponed to this day week. 
Mr. Eppes, from the commuttce of finance, re- 
orted a bill for the relief of Lewis and Antoine 
Dequindre; which passed to a second reading. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution for amending the Constitution, 
and agreed to the amendment reported by Mr. 
Dickerson, from the select committee. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, December 11, 
Mr. Williams made a favorable report on the 
petition of col. Isaac Clark, accompanied by a bill 
for the relief of col. Clark, and the ollicers and 
soldiers under his command, at the time of mak- 
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On motion of Mr. Simkins, the committee on 
the subject of revolutionary pensions were in- 
jstructedto inquire liow far it may be expedient 


|| to amend the law, passed during the first session 


of the fifteenth Congress, granting pensions to ree 

| volutiona:y officers and soldiers, so as to prevent 
\frauds in the reception of pensions by pretended 
jagents of, and in the names of, pensioners, who 
shall have died, after having, once or oftener, re- 
ceived their pensions. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, after recalling 
the recollection of the House to the fact, that, at 
the session before the last, he had proposed a re- 
solution for the reduction of the army, announced 
|his intention to renew that proposition. He had 
jwaited in the hope that some gentleman better 
qualified to sustain it should make the motion: in 
that hope, he had so far waited at the present ses- 
sion. No one having undertaken what be now 
couceived his duty; he moved 

“Phat the committee on military affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of redu- 
cing the army of the United States.” 

Mr. W. not wishing to hurry the motion, it was, 
at his request, ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill for authorizing the settlement of the 
accounts of James Wilde, and the resolve fora 
survey of the coast of North Carolina, &e. were 
reccived from the Senate, twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The bill authorizing the distribution of a sum 
of money amoug the representatives of the lute 





ing an inroad into the country of the enemy Cu- 
ring the late war; which was twice read and com 
mitted. : 

Mr. Poindexter made a report, recommending | 
the rejection of the prayer of the peunon of the | 
General Assembly of the State of Llinois, respec- } 
ting the scttlers on certain pubic lands in the | 
district of Shawneetown; which was coucuyred in. 

Mr. Poindexter also reported a bill explanatory 
of the act “for the final adjustment of land titles 
in the State of Louisiana and territory of Mussou- 
ri;” which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Middleton made a favorable report on the 
petition of Marquis de Vienne, accompanied bya 
bill making provision for the claim; which was’ 
twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Connecticut, the 
committee on pensions and revolutionary claims 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of: 
providing by law for the payment of pensions, | 
when the pensioner, by reason of insanity or other 
cause, is legally incapable of pertorming the acts 
necessary to entitle him to receive the same. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, the committee of 
commerce and manufactures were instructed to 
inquire whether any, and if any, what alterations 
or modifications are required in the several acts 
of Congress establishing ports of eutry and de- 
livery. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, the committee on 
public lands were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of procuring the field notes and plats 
of the reserved sections within the Uiio compa- 
ny’s purchase. 

On motion of Mr. Herrick, the commistee on 
public lands were instructed to inquire wictber 
the act, entitled “an act for changing the com- 
pensation of receivers and registers of the land 
offices,” approved on the 20th of April, 1818, re- 





quires any amendment, and if so, what amend- 
ment is necessary to be made to the said act. 


Commodore Edward Preble, &c passed through 
a committee of the whole. [‘The-object of this 
bill was explained by Mr. Pleasants." It is to al- 
low the usual proportion of prize money for the 
brig Syren, captured: for a breach of blockade by 
our squadron olf Tripoli, in 1804, and taken at that 
time into the service of the United States, but 
subsequentiy soid at a reduced price.] ‘The biil 
Was, Without Opposition, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, 
Monday, December 14. 

Mr. Robertson, from the sume committee to 
whom was relerred the petition of the claimants 
under Bustrop’s grant, stated that the committee 
had duly investigated the subject, and thad miade 
up a decisive opinion against the claim; whici 
having been intimated to the petitioner's agent, 
he had preferred that a detailed report on the 
case should not be made, but that he should have 
leave to withdraw the papers relative to the 
claim. 

A inessage was received from the President of) 
the United States, by Mr. J.J. Monroe, his Secre- 
tary, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu. 
tion of this House, a report of the Secretary of 
War, embracing the correspondence which took 
place between the governor of Georgia, and ma- 
jor-general Andrew Jackson, respecting the ar- 
rest, &c, of Obed Wright: which was referred to 
the military committee. 

Mr. Hopkinson submitted a motion requesting 
the President to lay before the House, if he should 
not deem it improper to do so, copies of any in- 
structions which have been given to the Minister 
of the United States at Madrid, relative to the late 
proceedings of the army of the United States in 
tlorida. 

This proposition was objected to by-Mr. Poin. 
dexter as proposing an unusual course, and one 
not properly within the province of this House, 
put rather of the Scnate—-ihe trealy-making pow? 
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er. 
dence was substituted by consent of Mr. Hop 
inson, who considered the objeetion rather one 


of form than substance, for the word instructions; 1 


and the resolution. was otherwise conformed to 
this amen ment. 

Having been so amended, on a suggestion of 
Mr Rich, the propriety of waiting to see whether 
the mformation desired. would not be comprised 
in the communication on the su)ject of our rela 
tions with Spain, promised in the President’s mes 
sage at the commencement of the session; and af 
ter some conversation on that point 

The motion of Mr. Hopkinson was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The engrossed bill for granting a sum of money 
to the representatives of Commodore Edward 
Preble, was read a third time and passed. 

Tuesday, December 15 

Mr. H. Nelson, from the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of holding the Courts of the United 
States alternately at Cincinnaty, and such other 
place as may be hereafter designated by .aw, 
made a report against the proposition; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

‘The Speaker Jaid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of War, in obedience to a re- 
solution of this touse of the 17th April last, di 
recting him to report whether any, and if any, 
what reduction may be made in the military 
peace establishment of the United States, with 
safety to the public service; and whether any; 
and if any, what change ought to be made im tbe 
ration, and in the mode of issuing it; and, also, a 
system for the establishment of a commissariat for 
the army. 

Mr. Colston offered for consideration the fol- 
Jowing resolution, prefacing it with the rgmark, 
that, as the subject of the Seminole war was one 
which consicderably-agitated the public mind, and 
on which every member of tire House, and the 
Whole community, were desirous of all the light 
which could be thrown on it, he should make no 
apology for this motion: 

Resolved, That the President “of the United 
States be requested to lay tefore this House any 
correspondence which may have taken place be. 
tween this government and that of Great Britain, 
relative to the execution of Arbuthnot and Am- 
brister. 

On motion of Mr. Rich, who thought such a mo- 
tion premature until the information promised in 
the President’s message should have been laid 

before the House, the resolution was ordered to 
lie On the table. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, the committee on 
epmmerce and manufactures were directed to mn- 
quire into the expediency of ereciing a light 
house on Windmill Pgint, at the mouth of Rap- 
pahannock river, aad also of placing a floating 
Jigit on Willoughby Shoals, between Lynnhaven 
bay and Hampton roads. 


On metion of Mr. Poindexter, the committee | 


on public lands were instructed to inquire inte 
the expediency of granting the several isiands in 
the lennessce river, lying within the limits of the 
Alabiena terriiory, for the improvemeut of the 
navigation of the said river. 

The committee of commerce and manufactures 
were, ov motion of Mr. Hitchcock, instructed to 
fauquive into the expedicncy of esiablishing a port 
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of entry at the month of Grand 
ty of Geauga, and State of Ohio, 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of N: G. the ¢ 
on the pos'-office were instructed tg in 
the expediency of establishing a mail b 


between Waslington, N. C. @ Oat to pl 
Island, N.C < and Shell 


The engrossed bill authorizing the extensi 
the pensions to the widows and orphans oe 
mifitia who fell in battle or died in service ¢ han 
the late war, for five years longer, was reat 


third time. 

The final question on the pas iH ws 

: ¢ passage of the 

tlecided as foilows: Dill wag 

YF.AS.--Messrs, Anderson, Pa. Anderso: . 
Barber, Ohio, Beecher, Reiiinger, Bloomfieli, Bis. 
Buter, Lou, Colston, Comstock, Cook, Crager, Dat? 
Farie, Irvin, S. C. Floyd, Fuiler, Gage, Gilbert, Hy | 
Hendricks, Herbert, Herkimer, Herrick, Heister Hitcheoek 
Hoimes, Hostetter, Hubbard, Irving, N. Y, John - 
Jones, Kinse y, Lewis, Lincoin, Littie, M*Lean, W MI; K 
Mercer, Middleton, Robt. Moore, Sam). Moore, ’ 
Murray, H. Nelson, T. M. Ne'son, Nesbit New, N 
| Ogie, Paimer, Parrott, Patterson, Pawling, Pindail, Pleasanee 
| earn Porter, Quarles, Rhea, Ringgold Robertson 
| Rogers, Sampson, Schuyler, Sergeant, Settie, "Silsbee ‘Bal. 
i oe ean = Storrs, Trimbie, Tucker, §, ¢ Walker, 
| N. C. Waiker, Ky. Wallace, Wendover, Whiteside, Whins 
| Wiskin.—82. cv ‘ oe 

NAYS.—Messrs, Abbot, Adams, Allen, Mass. Austi 
Darbour, Va. Bassett, Bateman, Baiiey, Bennett, Bow, ee? 
Butier, N. H. Canipbetl, Clagett, Claiborne, Cobb, Cr; 
Cushman, Darlington, Deshx, Edwards, Kilicott, Garney 
| Hail, Der. Holl, N. C. Hasbrouck, Hoge, Hopkins » Hunter. 
one Johnson, Va, Kivtand, Lawyer, Linn, Liver: 
more, W. P. Maclay, M*Coy, Marchand, Mason, Mass, M 
R. L. Merril!, Milis, Morton, Moseiey, Jer. Nelson, Orr,O 
Pegram, Pithia, tiec, Rich, Richards, Ruggies, Savage, Saw. 
yer, Scudder, Sherwood Sinnkins, Slocum), S. Smith, J. §, 
| Smith, Speed, Stewart, N Strother, ‘lailmadge, Tarr, Tay. 
lor, — Tompkins. Townsend, Taeker, Va. Upham, Wem 
terio, Waitia Con. Willi N.Y. 
i — iitiams, Con illiams, N. Y. Wilson, ass. Wilson, 
| So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate 
,for concurence. 

_ A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, his Se.’ 
jcretary, the same as that received in Senate, 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


} 

t 

| ; 

| Mr. Hopkinson then called up the resolution 
| 


Tiver, in the-coun, 


OmMmittee | 
q'ire int 





















which he yesterday submitted, calling on the Pre. 
sident for certain documents connected with our 
jrelations with Spain. 

The Speaker suggested that the message just 
received probably embraced the correspondence 
the gentleman had in view by his motion. 

Mr. Hopkinson intimated that he believed it 
did not. 

Mr. Holmes proposed to modify the resolution, 
in a manner which he thought would meet the 
object of the gentleman, and be free from any ob- 
jection, so as to read as follows: 

* That the President be requested to cause to 
be communicated to this House, such further cor. 
respondence and proceedings in relation to our 
afjairs wita Spain, as in his opinion it shail notbe 
inconsistent with the public interest to dittdge.” 

Mr. Hopkinson accepted this modification, 

Mr. Holmes then said he was in favor of the te. 
solution. He should not go into a detail of the 
particular reasons why he was in favor‘of the mo- 
tion; but the committee of foreign relations had 
thought a call of this kind to be necessary, and he 
hoped the House would grant it. 

‘The resolve was agreed to, nem. con. and a 
commiltce appointed to present the resolution to 
the Senate, 

‘The remainder of the day was occupied on the 
following bills: 








bridge vver the eastern branch of Potomac, from 





‘ 





A bill to incorporate a company to build 4 


efonmot & 


an aint ole 
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ity of eleventh street east, in 
the southern, extremity a 
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the state of Illinois, east of the military bounty 


uds, “each alternate section whereof to be sete 


the city of Washington. ‘led by emigrants from Lreland, and sold to them 


A bill for the relief of Thomas B. Farish. 


‘A bill for the reli 
Which severally p 
the whele, and were orc 


. ading to-morrow. 
a third reuding to Wednesday, December 16 


from the committee on pensions and 


r- Rhea : 
a ‘ Jaims, made unfavorable reports on ]} tl 


revolutionary ¢ 
the petitions o 
trick, and Sarah 
were agreed to, and th 
the table. 


- Mr. omith, 
and means, made an unfavorabte report on the 


yetition of Elijah Brown, praying his still-tax may 
be refunded, in cousequence of being prevented 
from using the same by 
out in the mi 


the committee of the whole. 
Mr. S. also made an unfavorable report on the 


vpetition of William Houston, a deputy collector 
ofinternal revenue in Pennsylvanla, praying to be 
allowed and paid the sum of 220 dollars, enclosed |}s 
by him, and put into the post oflice, directed to 
the principal surveyor; which was concurred in. 
Mr. S. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of William Stothart, who prays relief from 
enalty incurred by the importation of certain 
oreign goods contrary to law into the port of 
Philadelphia; which was concurred in. 3 
Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, made an un- [it 
favorable report on the petition of Richard Fris- |} t 
by, who prays compensation for a house destroy- 


Ingram; the two first of which }/s 


ef of Samuel H Harper. at two dollars pef acre, to be paid by three in- 
assed through cominittees of || stalments, as follows, to wit: one third part there- 
iered to be engrassed fur }j of at the end of four years, one third part thereof 
at the end of eight years, and the residue thereof 
at the end of twelve years from the day of sale, 
with interest on said several sums: Provided, first, 


rat the said Secretary of the Treasury may, and 


f Philip Thomas, Joseph Gillpa }/it shall be his duty to reject all applications of 


ich emigrants for the land aforesaid, unless the 


e latter ordered to lie on jjapplicants shall have been satisfactorily recom. 


1ended as moral and industrious men. Second- 


of Md: from the eommittee of ways |j ly, Uhat no contract shall be made with any emi- 
grant as aforesaid, unless he engage to improve 
at least twenty of each hundred acres to be trans- 
ferred as aforesaid, and also to erect a suitable 
his distiller being called |} dwelling house and barn thereon. Thirdly, That 
litia: and the report- was referred to |}no contract shall be binding upon the United 
States, nor title vesi in any emigrant settler, un- 

til he shall have made the settlement and im- 
provements aforesaid, and fully paid for the land 
contracted for as aforesaid 


Fourthly, That no 
ucli contract shall be made, nor a patent issue tu 


any one settler or his heirs, for more than —~ 
acres of land. 
where the conditions of settlement, improvement 
or payment, shall not have been fully complied 
with at the expiration of the term of twelve years 
from tie date of such contract, the said premises, 


Fifthly, That in every instance 


0 forfeited, shall revert to the United States, and 
he Secretary of the Treasury shall cause the same 
o be sold for the benefit of the United States: 


Provided, nevertheless, That, in all cases where 


ed by the British army, in Kent county, Md. which |} payment in part shall have been made, the sum 
was read, and referred to a committee of the |}or sums so paid shall be refunded to such emi- 


whole. 
Mr. W. also made an unfavorable report on 


grant or his heirs. 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed and 


the petition of Herman B. Potter, Gillman Pul. |jinstructed to prepare and report a bill embracing 
sum, jr. and others, of the State of New York, || the subject matter, and in pursuance of the fore- 


petitioners of the class of the Niagara claims, for |j going resolution. 


property destroyed by the enemy during the late 
war; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 


On the question, to proceed to the considera- 


tion of the said resolution, it was decided in the 


Mr. Poindexter, from the committee of public || negative, by a large majority. 


lands, reported a bill to extend the bounty in 


Mr. Tarr, of Pa. offered for consideration the 


land to soldiers of the revolutionary army who || following resolution: 


were on furlough at the close of the war; and the 
bill was read and committed. 

Mr. P. also reported a bill making a donation 
of land to the State of Illinois, for the seat of go- 
vernment of that State; which was read and com- 
mitted. If 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the committee on 
private land claims were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of P. Barribeau, 
and he had leave to withdraw his memorial. 

#r. Johnson, of Ky. reported a bill providing 
for the payment of property lost or destroyed 
during the late Seminele war; and also a bill for 
the relief of Harvéy Wakefield; which were read 
and committed “ 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the Secretary of 
the Treasury was requested to lay before the 
House a statement of the tracts of land reserved 
for the establishment of towns in the Alabama 
territory, a statement of the prices at which they 
have been sold, &c. 

Mr. Clagett, of N. H. after a few explanatory 
remarks, offered the following for consideration: 

Resolved, Vhat it is expedient to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to designate and set 





Resolved, That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of appropriating the sam of —— dollars, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, for the purpose of further com- 
pleting that part of the turnpike road between 
Cumberland, in the state of Maryland, and Wheel- 
ing, in the state of Virginia, and_pledging, for the 
repayment thereof, the two per cent. fund arising 
from sales of the public lands northwest of the ri- 
ver Ohio, and that the committee have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

This motion Mr. T supported by a few re- 
marks, explanatory of his object. : 

On the question to agree to ‘the same, it was 
decided in the negative, 55 to 54, 

On motion of Mr. Walker, of N. C. the commit. 
tee of military affairs were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law for al, 
lowing an equal bounty in lands, as to other sol- 
diers, to all minors who enlisted in the military 
service during the late war, who continued ia 
service till peace was concluded, and were regu- 
larly discharged. ’ 

Mr. Robertson, of Ky. offered for consideration 





Apait ——— townships, each ef six miles square, in 


the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to in- 


quire into the expediency of establishing a sepa- 
rate territorial government in that part of the now 
territory of Missouri, lying south of thirty-six de- 
grees and thirty minutes north latitude, which is 
called the Arkansas country, and which is not in- 
eluded in the proposed botudary of the projected 
state of Missouri, by the bill now before the house, 
for the purpose of establishing a state government 
in part of the territory of Missouri; and that the 
said committee have to report by bill. 

‘The motion was afeed fo without opposition. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Thomas B. 
Farish; the engrossed bili for the relief of Samuel 


H. Harper; and the engrossed bill for the incor | 
poration of a company tor making a bridge across | 
the Eastern Branch, from between 11th and Lith 
streets, in Washington city, were severally read || 


a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for 
concurrence 

The bill providing for the payment of certsin 
bills drawn by Wim. Morgan, &c. under the treaty 
with France, passed through a commitice of the 
whole, Mr. Pleasants in the chair; and, being ex- 
plained and supported by Mr. Smith, of Md. was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 


The bill for the relief of Mr. Ball, of the North- |: 


ern Neck of Virginia, allowing him 1400 dolurs 
for a house destroyed by the British, during the 
war, in consequence of its having been occupied 
by our troops, passed through . commitiece of the 
whole, Mr. Smith, of Md. in the chair, and was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Vhe bill to regulate ships and vessels, was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Thursday, Decenber 17. 

Mr. Nelson, from the judiciary committee, re 
ported a bill concerning the marshal and dis- 
urict Attorney of the western district of Pennsyl- 
vania and clerk of the eastern district of Pennsylva- 
nia, which was read and referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole. 

‘The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from Heman Allen, a member of this House, stat- 
ing that circums‘ances have induced him to re- 
sign his seat as a represeniative from Vermont. 

The Spesker also laid before the House a letter 
from the secretary of the navy, transmitting, in 
pursuance of a resolution of the House, a particu- 
Jar statement of the expenditures of sundry ap- 
propriations to reward officers and crews for the 
capture of vessels from the enemy during the late 
war; which was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Jolson, of Kentucky 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of providing by law for lost treasury notes. 

On motion of Mr: Sergeant, 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire whether and what 
further powers are necessary to enable tie ac- 
counting officers of the United States to settle 
and adjust accounts of long standing, wiere, from 
loss of vouchers or other known cause, no addi- 
tional evidence can be expected. 

On motion of Mr. Silsbee, 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing goods, ou which the duty have 
been paid or secured, to be transported coast- 
wise, to one or more districts within the United 
States, without loss or debenture. 

Qn motion of Mr. Herrick, 
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Resolved, Vhat the committee on t 
lands be instructed to inquire isto thee 
of so amending the act to enable the people of the 
Indiana territory to form a Constitution snd State 
government, as to authorize the selection of lands 
granted to the State tor the purpose of tixing> 
their seat of government in quarter seetions an 
fractions, as the legislature of the state may direct 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the secretary oj the 
treusury was directed to lay before the House tive 
instructions given by him to the boards of ‘eon, 
missioners appointed by the act of 1805, uiider 
|; the cighth section of the act of the Qist 4 | 
pe pri, 

13.46. : 

‘The engrossed bill for regulating payments to 
militaiy Densioners, was read a third tig, 

Mr. Rich moved to recommit the billy with 
|| view to amend it so as to reconcile some of 4 
'| provisions with existing laws on the subject 
|| pensions, with which he thought, as the bill now 
} stood, they were inconsistent, 

Mr. Vaylor seconded the motion, and Stated 

| particular cases of exceptions to any Seneral pre. 

Visions on this snbiect, which appeared to him to 
require a revision of this bill 

The question was then taken on recommitment, 
and decided in the affirmative. : 

Tae engrossed bill to regulate passenget ships 
Hand vessels; the engrossed bill directing the pay. 

ment of certam biils drawn by Gea, Armstrong, 
in favor of William Morgan; and the engrossed 
bill for the relief of Dr. Moitrum Bal, were seve. 
rally read a third time, passed, aud sent to the Se 
nate for concurrence. 

Mr. Little, from the joint committee on the 
subject of the printing for the House, reported a 
joint resolution, directing the secretary and clerk 
of each House to cause the printing to be distri. 
buted among such printers as shall be best abie 
to expedite it, giving a preferencé to the present 
contractor; which was agreed to on the part of 
this House. 

The documents lately laid before the House by 
the President, were then ordered to be primed. 
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EDITOR'S CABINET. 

History of Congress.—Since our last number 
there have been no discussions in Congress of any 
great consequence. On Monday there was some , 
debate on the bill to extend, for a further term of 
five years, the pensions granted to the widowsand 
orphans of those militia who died or fell in battle 
during the late war. The principle of the bill 
was warmly contested, and on the question ofr 

dering it to be engrossed for a third reading it had 
}a narrow escape, the majority in favor of it being 
mly one. On ‘Tuesday it’ passed the House by 
2 votes to 79. In the Senate on Wednesday the 
bill for the relief of general Stark met with some 
opposition; but it finally passed to a third reading 
—29 to 6. 

The leading questions which are likely to oc- 
cupy the attention of Congress are still in embryo. 
‘there is a great body of documentary informa- 
tion before the two Houses from the Executive, 
with which we shali make our readers acquainted 
in due tame. 
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